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MACC Welcomes
New Executive Dir ector

by Patrick Garner

With greatpleasurd announcehatLinda Orelwill be
MACC's new Executive Director. An attorney who
previouslyworkedin the Bostonareawith The Nature
Conservancy{TNC), Linda is presentlywith the Turner
Foundationin Atlanta. Shewill startwith usin early
Septemberandbe our guestof honorat the September
Boardmeetingon Monday Septembef 3th.

Linda bringstremendougxperiencan the Massachusettsnvironmental
field to MACC. Shehasworkedasa staf attorneyat the StateHouse,and
wasin privatepracticewith a majorlaw firm in Bostonbeforestartingwith
TNC. While honing her advocacyskills in thesevarious positions,she
workedasaninstructorat the ScienceMuseumfor over 20 years.

(MACC Welcomes\ew ExecutiveDirector.....continued on page 2)

The New Open Meeting Law

by Kathleen Connolly, Esq.

What's New About the New OpenMeeting Law? |

Consevation Commissions are among the many municipal boards
affectedby the revisionsto the OpenMeeting Law, which took effect on
July 1, 2010. Chapter28 of the Acts of 2009,commonlyreferredto asthe
Ethics Reform Law, was signedinto law on July 1, 2009, to promote
transparency in the deliberations on which public policy and other decisig
affecting the public are basedat all levels of government. Someof the
provisionsrelatingto changesn thelobbyinglawsandto the stateConflict
of InterestLaw (Massachusett&eneralLaws Chapter268A) havecome
into effect at differenttimessincethatdate. The new OpenMeetingLaw,
previously found at M.G.L. Chapter 39, §823A-23C, is the most recent p
to take effect andwill now be found at Chapter30A, §818-25. Relevant
“emergency” regulationshave been promulgated by th#orney Genera$
Office, and they can be found at 940 CMR 29430¢q. A public comment

(The New OpenMeetingLaw, continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 1, MACC WelcomedNew ExecutiveDirector)

With equal pleasure | note that Michéle Girard, who has Aetng
ExecutiveDirector during the transition,will assumean enhanced
position with MACC. In addition to continuing in her role as
EducationCoordinatoy shewill work in a co-executivepositionwith
Linda to ensurethat MACC operatesat high efficiency andremains
focusedon its mission.

MACC is excited,and | know that Linda is looking forward to
meetingyou.

PatrickGarneris MACC'’s Presidentindprincipal of the PatrickC.
GarnerCo.,Inc.

The MACC Newsletter
Which Delivery Method is Your Choice?

= e\

The MACC Newsletter curently distributed to almost 3,000
people every other month, has been printed on paper and delivered by
the United States Postal Service for about 40 years. Last year MACC
decidedto offer peoplethe option of receiving the Newsletter
electronicaly instead of in hard copy as a way to reduce costs and also
to reducepaperwaste.

Overthe pastyear we haveaskedmemberdor their preference.
Do you want to receive the newsletter in hard copy through the postal
serviceor electronicallyvia email? We haveheardfrom manyof our
newsletterrecipients howeverthe majority of peoplehavenot made
achoice.

As of January 1, 21we will be sending the Newsletter via e-mail
only, unlesswe hearthat you still want to receivethe hard copy
version.Pleasdet usknow eitherby calling Lindsayat 617.489.3930
or emailingme at lindsaymartucci@maccweb.orgiVe look forward
to hearingfrom you.

Pleaseadd staff@maccvehorg to your addresshook to awid the
emailednewsletterfrom beingblocked.
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SJCUpholds DEP Stream-Ciossings
For Hoosac Wind Farm

by Gregor McGregor, Esq.

In its July 6, 2010 Hoosac Wind decision, the
MassachusettSupremeludicial CourtupheldMassDEP's
approachto permitting open-bottomculvertsfor stream
crossingsThis newer preferredtechniquels treatedasa
Buffer Zone project ratherthan a projecton bank over
which this culverttype archesor spans.

This high-level,fully litigated administrativelaw case
was beforethe SJCon appealaboutan importantland-
basedwind powerprojectwith 20 turbinesto generate30
megawattson two Berkshireridgesin the northwestern
Massahusetts Towns of Florida and Monroe, which
approvedandsupportedhe project.HoosacWind filed in
2003for this inland project(not to be confusedwith Cape
Wind). It took this long for the stateWetlandsProtection
Act permitto be litigated throughMassDEPandthe trial
andappealcourts.

The SJCdecisionbreaksno new ground, but applies
straightforward principles of administrative law and
proceduresaboutadjudicatoryhearingsandthe Act. The

roads to be
constructedup to the
turbine locations meet
the MassDEP
standard$y adopting
open-bottom stream-
crossing culverts to
avoid altering the
banks of ten of twelve
streams(the other two crossingsalso meetMassDEPS
performancestandards).

The SJC concluded,as had the Superior Court and
MassDEPaftera multiday administrativehearing thatthe
citizen opponentdailed to meettheir burdenof proof to
showthe agencydecisionwasarbitraryandcapriciousor
unsupportedy substantiakvidence.

In so doing, the SJCreafirmed that the Act doesnot
itself prohibitwork in wetlands putinsteadregulatest by

(SJC UpholdsDEP Stream-Crossings..continued on page 13)
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Creating a Balance: Managing the Environmental Process in Preparation for the Future

Wildlife Habitat Evaluations, Wetland Delineation, Rare Species, Shellfish & Eelgrass Surveys, Shoreline Protection,
Vernal Pool Surveys, Permit Acquisition, Construction Monitoring, Wetland Replacement, Conservation Permitting

508-563-5357 508-746-9491 781-245-2500 508-753-3077 603-899-6726
508-563-5358 fax 508-746-9492 fax 781-245-6677 fax 508-753-3177 fax 603-899-6726 fax
CATAUMET PLYMOUTH WAKEFIELD WORCESTER RINDGE, NH

www.lecenvironmental.com
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Would You Like to Serve on the MACC Board?

MACC is sesking nominations for our Board of
Directors.This is YOUR chanceto help guidea 3,000-
memberorganizationwith a major role in protecting
wetlands,open spaceand biological diversity through
education and advocacy. Although MACC's bylaws
requirethat most board membersbe currentor former
Conservation Commissioners, seats are available to

Conservatiodministrators and those with other relevantmonth) and specific

backgroundsMACC needsdirectorswho care about
environmentaprotectionandthe conservatiorof natural
resources andwho arewilling to dedicatesignificant
time to help MACC meetour goals.

Interesteccandidateshouldsubmita letter of interest,
a reaume and two letters of recommendaion from
Conservation Commissions, other town boards or
officials, employers, or other members of the
environmental community. Selected individuds may
serveoneor moretermsof up to threeyearsbeginningin
March2011.

The letter should describethe candidate'snterestin
saving MACC and Conservation Commissions,
commitmentto the conservationof wetlandsand other

STONES

WITH STYLE"™

naturalresources,
experiencewith
Conservation
Commissionsnd
theirwork, time
availability (average
number of hours per

skills or experiencehatmay be helpfulto MACC.

Participation in Monday evening board meetings (about
four times a year), active involvementin one or more
working committees(e.g. educationprogramplanning;
legislative, regulatorypolicy and legal issues analysis and
advocacy;fundraising),and participationin the Annual
EnvironmentalConferencarerequired.

Applicationsshouldbe addressetb LindsayMartucci.
E-mailed applications are strongly preferred and should be
sentto lindsaymartucci@maccweb.orgAlternatively
lettersandsupportingmaterialsmay be mailedto MACC,

10 Jwniper Road, Belmont, MA 02478 or faxed
(617.489.3935)The application deadline is September 30,
2010.

WALLS WITH STYLE™

FORA PERMEABLE PAVEMENT COMPARISON GUIDE CALL |1-800-24-IDEAL
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(Continued from page 1, The New OpenMeeting Law)

period hasbeenannouncedor the promulgationof new
regulationsby the AG’s office, which regulationswill take
effecton Octoberl, 2010.This article providesa summary
of the major changego the OpenMeeting Law that will
affect municipalboardsandthe waysin which they must
conducttheir meetings.

What is Subjectto the OpenMeeting Law?

With certainexceptionsall meetingsof a public body
(previouslyreferencedn the statuteas a “governmental
body”) mustbe opento the public. A meetingis generally
definedas“a deliberationby a public bodywith respecto
any matterwithin the body’s jurisdiction.” To constitutea

exceptionis a significant
changefrom the previous
law3. Previously a
commissionor boardcould
not enter into executive
sessiornto makea decision
followingthe public
hearingon the application.Underthe new law, howevey
hearings on applications constitute a type of meeting that is
not evengovernedy the OpenMeetingLaw, asa hearing

by a quasi-judicial body does not constitute a “meeting” for

(The New OpenMeetingLaw, continued on page 10)

1These are designated emergency regulations because they are issued on

relatively short notice and without the public review and scrutiny
normally affordedto newregulationsfor the reasonthatthe AG lacked

deliberation, a communication, oral or written, through aﬂ%risdictionto submitthemfor commentuntil it took overresponsibility

medium, including electronic mail, betweenor among
memberof a public body mustinvolve a quorun? of the

public body and must be relatedto any public business

within the public bodys jurisdiction. Thus, ads like
distributing a meetingagenda,scheduling, procedural

r administratiorandenforcemenbof the law uponits effectivedate.

2For a discussionof quorumand quantumof vote for Conservation
Commissions, see the March/April 2010 issue of the MA&Wsletter

3Although there are not yet definitions for “quaskjudicial” or
“adjudicatory proceeding” in the regulations or in #@’s guidelines, it
is commonly accepted that Conseration Commissions constitute

information, or reports or documents that may be discussegdasijudicial” bodies when they hold public heaings to make

at the meetingwould not constitutedeliberation provided
thatthe materialdoesnot expresghe opinion of amember

of the public body Board members should be aware that
mail exchanges between or among a quorum of member

a public body disaussing matters within the board’s

deteminaions affeding an individual’'s rights or privileges - for
example,hearingson applicationsfor licensesor permits. As the
Appeals Court found in the case that led to the “Mullin Rule”

@mendmento G.L. ¢ 39, 823D in 2006,an adjudicatoryhearingis one

invplving “particular persons.their businessor property and their

SdPhtion to a particulatr transadion [rather than a question

involving]....govemmerntal policy.” Mullin v. Planning Board of

jurisdiction may constitutedeliberation(and thereforea  27¢#fer: 17 Mass.AppCt. 139,at142-143(1983).

“meeting”) even where the sender of the email does not ask
for aresponsdrom therecipients. The specificmentionof
electronicmail as a form of deliberationis a significant
revision to the Open Meeting Law. Although other
electronicforms of communicatiorarenot expressiisted
in the new law, it is logical to assumehat othertypesof

electronic communication, such as blogs and various sodial ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND LAND USE COUNSEL FOR

networkingsites,would constitutedeliberationsassuming * BUSINESSES * AGENCIES
theyinvolve a quorumof a public body. * INDUSTRIES * ASSOCIATIONS
* LANDOWNERS * Non-ProFiTs

Merely having a quorum of a board together at a location
doesnot in itself constitutea “meeting” underthe open ENCOMPASSING ALL ASPECTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL
Meeting Law if the gatheringis not intendedto conduct LAW, REAL ESTATE, LAND USE, AND RELATED LITIGATION
bUSineSS or ddiberate For example a SOCI al event PLUS STRATEGIC ADVICE FOR COMPLEX TRANSACTIONS

. ) o ’ TR AND CONTROVERSIES
attending a conference or training event, or a site inspection

or a projector program,providedthereis no deliberation, GREGOR MCGREGOR * MICHAEL O°NEILL

arenot subjectto thelaw. Also exemptfrom the law are NATHANIEL STEVENS ® LUKE LEGERE
town meetings(seeG.L. c. 39, §89). Finally, and most

significantly for ConservationrCommissionsmeetingsof 15 Court Square, Suite 500
guasi-judicialboardsor commissionsheld solely to make Boston, MA 02108
decisionsin an adjudicatoryproceedingare not governed 617-338-6464

by the OpenMeetingLaw. Yes,You read that correctly! Fax 617-338-0737

WWW.MCGREGORLAW.COM
Commissionsare not governedby the OpenMeeting
Law in deliberating on applications for notices of intent an

other permit applicationsbroughtbeforethem. This last

d REPRESENTING CLIENTS IN THE ENTIRE RANGE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FOR 34 YEARS
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Saturday, October 23 Saturday, N b
Massg;;ggmmigitircmlege MACC 2010 Rt

Clarion Hotel
Wellesley Hills Northampton
Check-in 8:00 a.m. Fa” Confer ence Check-in 8:00 a.m.
Program 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Program 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(Registrationform on Page 8 or go online www.maccweb.org)

Hot Topics! News You Can Use

MACC is changing gears this autumn — delivering news you can use on vital issues such as how to
finance your current conservation programs, taking a new look at ways to protect and properly
condition work in floodplains, tools and tips for improving working relationships with utilities, and
inviting commissioners to step out of the wetlands and become environmental leaders in your
community . The day will include a look at case studies illustrating how Commissioners can deliver
renewed vitality to their environmental protection mission. This conference will provide
Conservation Commissioners and Administrators, environmental consultants, attorneys, engineers,
and others the tools and confidence or self-assurance they need to initiate and implement town-
wide environmental changes that will continue to protect natural resources into the future.

Topics to be covered include:

The Care and Feeding of Conservation Commissions in Difficult Financial Times
¢ Fees and Funds for your Conservation Programs
¢ What the Community Preservation Act can do for your town

Floods, Flooding & Floodplains: Fools and Fixes

¢ Reviewing projects in the floodplain

¢ Coastal Floodplains—-LSCSF-protecting people and property
¢ Strengthening floodplain protection through local bylaws

¢ The new FEMA maps and your town's responsibilities

Working with Utilities: Your Hands are Tied ... Or Are They?
¢ Digging into the Utility Maintenance Exemption

Stepping _out of the Wetland: Conservation Commissioners _as
Environmental Leaders in Their Communities

¢ EEA-Department of Energy Resources and its Green Communities Program
¢ Case Studies on Local Initiatives: “Leading by Example”

Morning refreshments and lunch included.
MACC Members $90, Non-members $120

MACC Newsletter July/August 2010




MACC Fall Training Schedule

Fundamentals for Conser vation Commissioners

(Registrationform on Page 8 or go online www.maccweb.org)

Date Mor ning After noon Location

Friday, September 17 Unit 5 Unit 6 Ludlow Town Hall

Friday, October 1 Unit 2 Unit 4 Ludlow Town Hall

Saturday, October 23 Unit 1 Unit 3 MassBay Community College, Wellesley
Saturday, November 6 Unit 1 Unit 3 Clarion Hotel, Northampton

Friday, December 3 Unit 7 Unit 8 Ludlow Town Hall

Morning refreshments will be offered at all sessions.
For October 239 and November 6t sessions only, lunch will be provided in conjunction with Fall Conference.

Fundamentals Unit Topics

Unit 1 - Overview of Conservation Commissions: Relationships, Responsibilities, Funds and Fees
Unit 2 - Getting Home Before Midnight: How to Run an Effective Meeting

Unit 3 - The Wetlands Protection Act: Fundamentals, Process and Procedures

Unit 4 - Plan Review and Site Visit Procedures (includes field session)

Unit 5 - Wetland Types: Their Functions and Values

Unit 6 - Writing Effective Orders of Conditions

Unit 7 - Open Space Planning and Protection Techniques

Unit 8 - Managing Conservation Land: Inventories, Goals and Conflicts

MACC Members* $45 per unit = Non-members $60 per unit

*Member fee applies to Conservation Commissioners,the principal Commission staff person, and
other individualand corporate members of MACC.
To join MACC, visit https://www .maccweb.org/support_membership.html

General Fundamentals Agenda

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Check-in
9:00 - 11:30 a.m. Morning Unit
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Lunch Break/
Afternoon Unit Check-in
12:30 - 3:00 p.m.* Afternoon Unit

*4:00 p.m. for Unit 4

Anyone is welcome to participate in the Training Program. Units can be taken in any order.
Times may vary slightly Confirmationwith exact time and directions will be sent via email.
Pleasedress appropriatelyfor the field session (Unit 4).

MACC Newsletter July/August 2010 7




Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop

<u . and
V" @ Hydric Soils Workshop ~ Field Identification,
Documentation and Delineation

Peter Fletcher's and Gillian Davies' soils workshops are consider ed perennial favorites by attendees and work very
well as a set. The Soil Science-Field Skills W  orkshop is designed for Conser vation Commissioners and others seeking

a rigor ous, one-day intr oduction to or review of soil science. The Hydric Soils Workshop builds upon the material
covered in the Field Skills W orkshop. MACC encourages those new to soil science to attend the Field Skills W orkshop
prior to attending the Hydric Soils Workshop to maximize their educational experience.

Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop

Thursday, October 7
(Check-in: 8:30 a.m.) Class: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Sudbury

MACC Members $90 « Non-members $110

Combination: lecture, slides, overhead transparencies,
hands-on exercises, field exercise. Topics: Soils of
Massachusetts; Geological Past and its Influence on Our
Soils; Soil Texture - Percent Sand, Silt, and Clay; Soil Color;
Describing a Soil Profile; Estimating Depth to Seasonal
High Water Table. The afternoon field trip — work in small
groups and describe different soil test pits in the field
which will cover a broad range of soil features. Instructor
will provide the field equipment needed for this exercise.
Bring a bag lunch. (limit 25) (2.0 Advanced Credits)

Hydric Soils Workshop
Field Identification,
Documentation and Delineation

Thursday, October 14

(Check-in: 8:30 a.m.) Class: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Garden in the Woods, Framingham

MACC Members $90 « Non-members $110

Combination: lecture, slides, overhead transparencies,
hands-on exercises, and field exercise. Topics: Upland
Soils vs. Wetland Soils and Soil Features Associated with
Wetlands. Several sites will be visited that have varied
wetland and soil conditions. Participants will work in
small groups and delineate the hydric soil boundary using
the State DEP Methodology. Field equipment will be
provided. Bring a bag lunch. (limit 25) (2.0 Advanced
Credits)

Got Wetlands?

NEW ENGLAND WETLAND PLANTS, INC.

OFFERS A LARGE SELECTION OF HIGH QUALITY
NATIVE TREES AND SHRUBS |
NATIVE HERBACEOUS AND FLOWERING PLANTS

WWW.newp.com

Horsley Witten Group

Wetlands Assessment & Delineation

Rare Species Assessment (MESA)

Green Communities Assistance

Site Assessment & Remediation

www.horsleywitten.com

90 Route 6A + Sandwich, MA 02563
Phone - 508-833-6600 - Fax - 508-833-3150

Providence, RI

Newburyport, MA
401-272-1717

978-499-0601
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MACC Fall 2010 Registration Form

(or register online at www.maccweb.org/edu_workshops.html)

Name E-mail

Commission/Organization

Address City

Phone (w) (h)

Pleaseincludeyour paymentand mailto: MACC, 10 JuniperRoad, Belmont,MA 02478. Membershipfee appliesto
MACC members, ConservationCommissionersand staffwhen membersdues are paid. Cancellationmustbe receivedin
writing (mail,fax, email)at least2 businessdays priorto session. No refundor credit for lessthan 2 days notice. A $10
processingfee willbe chargedfor cancellation. Call617.489.3930 if you have questions. To receiveprogramcredit, you

must attend entireworkshop.Fax:617.489.3935 « Email:staff@maccweb.org

Fundamentals for Conservation Commissioners
(MACCMembers$45 per unit, Non-members$60 per unit)
Friday, September 17 « Ludlow Town Hall

Morning: Unit 5 Afternoon: Unit 6
Friday, October 1 + Ludlow Town Hall
Morning: Unit 2 Afternoon: Unit 4
Saturday, October 23 « MassBay Community College, Wellesley Hills *
Morning: Unit 1 Afternoon: Unit 3
Saturday, November 6 + Clarion Hotel & Conference Center, Northampton *
Morning: Unit 1 Afternoon: Unit 3
Friday, December 3 + Ludlow Town Hall
Morning: Unit 7 Afternoon: Unit 8
Workshops

Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop
(MACCMembers$90, Non-members$110)

Thursday, October 7 « Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Sudbury
Hydric Soils Workshop-Field Identification, Documentation & Delineation

(MACCMembers$90, Non-members$110)
Thursday * October 14 + Garden in the Woods, Framingham

Fall Conference - Hot Topics! News You Can Use *
(MACCMembers$90, Non-members$120)

Saturday, October 23 « MassBay Community College, Wellesley Hills

Saturday, November 6 + Clarion Hotel & Conference Center, Northampton

TOTAL

or Fall Conference on October 23 and November 6 ONLY.

Oct. 23 QO Turkey Breast 1 Roast Beef U Chicken Salad 4 Veggie Wrap
Nov. 6 U Turkey Breast and Cheddar 1 Roast Beef and Provolone 1 Ham and Swiss U Grilled Portabello Cap and Swiss

Method of Payment:
Check enclosed (payable to MACC ) U

Bill my credit card: U Vvisa U MasterCard U American Express

Card Number: Exp. Date

$

$ _
$ _

*Please select one lunchbox sandwich choice for Fundamentals (only those taking both Morning and Afternoon Units)

U Discover
Security Code
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(Continued from page 5, The New OpenMeeting Law)

purposes of posing notice, taking minutes, etc.
Commissionsill beleft wonderingwhethertheycan— or
should — go into executive session to discuss the
applicationfollowing the hearing,or to voteonit. Because
the law doesnt govern hearings,a commissioncould,
presumablymeetin privateto discussan application,but
whether that is a wise idea is a different question.
Applicantswould likely complainthatsucha closed-door
sessionwere it to occur was an infringementof some
right. What, therefore,shouldcommissiongio underthe
new law? W e recommend proceedingwith caution,
holding hearingsin compliancewith the Open Meeting
Law asbefore,and awaiting further guidancefrom the
AG. TheAG’s office hasconfirmedwith usthatthisis the
approacttheyareadvising,aswell. Currentlyneitherthe

Attorney Genera$ emegency regulations nor its Guidance

provide any direction as to how the AG will handle
potentialcomplaintsabouthearingghatarenot conducted

pursuant to the Open Meeting Law as they have been in R

past,so commissiondor now shouldsimply monitor the
AG’s websitefor Advisory Opinionson this issueand
watch for the regulationsthat will be promulgatedin
October If amunicipality hasa particularpolicy aboutits
conductof hearingghatit wantsaddresseteforethereis
a complaint,its officials may wish to participatein the
public commentperiod on the regulationsto seekmore

~Y BSC GROUP

Providing Solutions that Create Value

‘

Wetland Science & Engineering our Natural Resources
Endangered Species Inventor

Stormwater Management |

LV PPN PHEN H R R o e L L PN I

Construction Monitoring & Review

Low Impact Development

Sustainable Site Design/Management

Boston = Worcester m Norwell = Yarmouth

15 Elkins Street
Boston, MA 02127

n tel: 617-896-4300
n fax:617-896-4301

web: www.bscgroup.com

33 Waldo Street
Worcester, MA 01608

n tel: 508-792-4500
= fax: 508-792-4509

toll free: 800-288-8123
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guidancefrom the AG on this exception.

Whatis not likely to changeaboutinterpretationof the
new law is the goal and intent of transparencyin the
governmentalprocessand the way that courts handle
generalchallengedo that goal. Commissionsand other
boardsshouldremainmindful thatthey cancontinueto be
heldresponsibldor attemptingto evadethat purposeand
should continue to take care to avoid inadvertently evading
the applicationor purposeof thelaw. In a 2008case the
AppealsCourtfoundthatthe BostonCity Councilviolated
the Open Meeting Law when it held meetings, closed to the
public, atwhich a “rotating quorum”considerednattersof
public policy, while a guardat the doorto the closedroom
kepta headcountto ensurea minority of memberswere
presentat any onetime, althoughthe memberschangedn
arotation.(McCrea v. Flaherty, 71 Mass.App. Ct. 637).
The Courtfoundthat evena subsequentneetingat which
the subjectof the private meetingwas discussedlid not
gerateto curethe violation. Thus,in somesituations,
communicationdetweentwo membersof a board,taken
togetherwith other communicationscould constitutea
deliberation.

Notice and PostingRequirements

A minimum of 48 hours’ notice of a meetingis still
required, but under the new Open Meeting | §aturdays,
Sundays and holidays cannot be counted. Thus, for
example, notice of @&uesday night meeting must be posted
beforethe preceding-riday night.

A significantchangeto the noticerequirements thatthe
Chairnow mustlist in the notice of a meetingall matters
thatthe chair “reasonablyanticipateswill be discussedt
the meeting,” similar to an agenda. Although therehas
been much concern about whether this precludes
discussion of matters not listed on the notice at the meeting,
thatis not prohibitedunderthe revisedlaw. Somehave
interpretecthe new law asallowing otherBoardmembers
besidethe chair, or membersof the public to raisematters
that were not listed on the notice by the chair Others
interpretthe languageof the revisedlaw asallowing the
chair, aswell, to raisenew mattersat the meetingif they
were not mattershe or she could reasonablyanticipate
would be discussed. Under either scenario, it is permissible
for the boardto considercertainitemsthatarenot on the
agenda.To providenoticethatitemsnot specificallylisted
on the notice, or agendamay be discussedboardsmay
wish to add to their postednoticesa sectionfor “New
Business.”

As for physicalpostingof the notice,underthe old law
notices were typically placed on a bulletin board
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maintainedby the city or town clerk in a municipal
building suchas city or town hall. The bulletin board
methodis still acceptableasis aloose-leatbinder or on
any electronicdisplay (e.g.television,computermonitor,
or electronicscreen),providedthat underthe new law
noticesare postedin a manner“‘conspicuouslyvisible to
the public at all hoursin or on the municipalbuilding in
whichtheclerk’s office is located.” This generallymeans
thatthe noticemustbe visible to the public evenat times
whenthe municipal building is closed,which hasbeen
interpreted to mean on an enclosed bulletin board,
computermonitor, televisionscreen etc., outsideof the

building in which the city or town cler&’office is located.

For thosemunicipalitiesthat do not have one of these
forms of postingoutsideof the city or town hall, the AG
hasa list of alternateacceptableneansof posting,which
include (1) postingnotice on the municipalwebsiteOR
cabletelevisionOR a newspapef generalcirculation
AND in analternatemunicipal building wherethe notice
is accessiblat all hours(e.g.police or fire department);
(2) postingnoticeon a computemonitor or electronicor
physical bulletin boardin a door, window, or nearan
entranceof the building in which the city or town clerk’s

duringthe meeting,includingreports plans,photographs,
studiesmemorandarecordingsgtc., mustbecomepart of
theofficial record. (It hasalwaysbeena goodpracticefor
Conservation Commissions hearing applications to
maintainall documentsubmittedaspartof the recordfor
any eventualcourt appeal). But now, all othermeetings,
including, for example,information sessionsmeetings
with landowners regarding land conveyances or
conservatiomrestrictions and meetingswith otherboards,
mustalsobe conductedsuchthatall documentsarelisted
in the minutesandmaintainedaspartof therecord.

Documentaisedat anopensessioraresubjectto public
scrutiny(i.e. arenotexemptunderthe public recorddaw),
except for materials used in deliberations about
employment or appdntment and materals used in a
performance evaluation, provided they were not created by
members of the public body for purposes of the evaluation.
Documents used in an executive session can be withheld if
exemptfrom disclosureunderthe public recordslaw, but
only for solong asthereleasavould defeatthe purposeof
the executivesession.Oncethat purposehasbeenserved,
thedocumentsnustbereleasedor public viewing, unless

office is located such that it can be seen from outside at &#ney remain exempt from disclosure as a public records law

times; or (3) via an audio recordingof meetingnotices
availableto the public by telephoneat all hours.

Conduct of Meetings

Under the new law, the meetingchair is requiredto
announceat the start of the meetingwhetheranyoneis
makinga video or audiorecordingor transmissiorof the
meeting. Similarly, anyonedesiring to make such a
recordingor transmissionmust notify the chair The
requirement of the old law tha the recording or
transmissiomotinterferewith the conductof the meeting
still applies. The purposeof this provisionis to reconcile
the concernsof the Anti-Wire Taplaw (G.L. c. 272,899)
with the public’s right to informationallowedby the open
meetinglaw.

Thereis interplay betweenthe new provisionsof the
OpenMeetingLaw andthoseof the PublicRecordd_aw,

exemption or they are protected by attorney-client
privilege. Finally with respect to minutes, chairs will now
be required to periodically review executive session

(The New OpenMeeting Law, continued on page 12)

G.L. c. 66, 85A. During a meeting, minutes must be taken
that contain more detailed information than was previously

required. In additionto the “date, place time andmatters
discussd,” minutes now must include summaies of
mattersdiscussedlist of all documentausedduring the
meeting,all decisionanadeandall votestaken. Minutes
still do not haveto be a verbatimaccountof everything
thatwasdiscussedlike atranscript,but they mustreflect
atleasta summary As for votes,the PublicRecordd_aw

requires that meeting minutes record exactly each vote that

wastaken. Underthe new law, everydocument‘used”

MACC Newsletter July/August 2010
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(Continued from page 11, The New OpenMeetingLaw) compromisinghe purposefor which the
executivesessionwas called,” so, for
example, if the board enters into
exeautive sesdon for the purpose of
discussinditigation strategy the board
must namethe litigation or give some
details about it, as long as doing so

There are ten reasonsto go into Executive Session, Wwouldnt compromise the purpose of
which do not differ substntially from the previous enteringinto the executivesession. The
reasons. The new law merges two of the previous new law alsorequiresthat the chair expresslystatethat
exemptionsregardingdiscussion®f individualsinto one  conductingthe businessin open sessionwill have a
exemption, andit separatesnotherexemptioninto two  detrimental effect on the public body’s strategic or
(discussionsboutlitigation andcollectivebargaining).A  negotiatingposition. The other proceduralstepsremain
newright hasbeenaddedfor individualsunderdiscussion the sameA chair entering into executive session must also
under the first exemption: the person who is the subject &fill statewhetherthebodywill reconvenen opensession
suchanexecutivesessiomeetingnow hastherighttothe ~ at the end of the executive session; and take a roll call vote
creationof anindependentecordof the executivesession  Of thebodyto enterexecutivesession.While in executive

by audio-recordingor transcriptionat the individual’s ~ Sessionthe public body mustkeepaccuraterecordsand
expense. musttakearoll call vote of all votestakenandmay only

discuss matters for which the executive session was called.

minutesand determineif they shouldbe releasedor if
purposefor executivesessionis still ongoingto keep
minutesconfidential.

ExecutiveSessions

Therehasbeena changean theform of themotionto go
into executive sessiorAs in the old lawbefore going into It is importantto follow the properproceduresindcite
an executive session, the chair of the public body must firte correctpurposefor the sessionwhen enteringinto
convenghe meetingin an Opensessionbutthen heor she executivesessiorto avoid enforcementction by the AG
muststatethe reasorfor the executivesessiorwith more  leadingto monetarypenaltiesand voiding of the action
specificitythanpreviously Thenewlaw requiresthatthe  taken.

chair cite “all subjectsthat may be revealedwithout o
Remoteparticipation

In the past,mostDistrict Attorneysinterpretedhe Open
At Anderson & Kreiger, Meeting Law as prohibiting participationby a board
memberby electronicmeans,suchas teleconferencing,
videoconferencingpr by speakerphone.The new law
providesfor remoteparticipation,but only if the AG has
issueda regulationor a “letter ruling” settingforth the
permittedprocedure The AG’s Office is now saliciting
public commenton whetherto exercisethe authority
affordedit by the newlaw to permitremoteparticipation.
Thelaw providesthatall membersandthe public mustbe
ableto heareachotherandthattheremustbe a quorumof
the body physicallypresentn the room. Furthermorejt
prohibits the chair from participatingremotely In the
instanceof the chair not being present,boardsshould
simply ensurethat meetingsare run by the vice-chairor

the environment fills our field of vision.

Specialized knowledge. Personal commitment.

At Anderson & Kreiger LLP, environmental law is our focus
and our passion. For nearly two decades, we have represented
conservation commissions in areas ranging from wetlands

protection to drafting regulations and by-laws. We offer the depth other persondesignatedas temporarychair who is in
and experience of a large firm with the rates and responsiveness attendancein the meetingroom. For the time being,
of a small firm. Contact George Hall at {617) 621-6530. therefore, remoteparticipationshouldnot be useduntil

specificallyauthorizedby the AG.
Attorney Generals Role and Enforcement

One Canal Park, Suite 200, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02141 Enforcemmt i authorlty for violations of the Open
Tel (617) 621-6500 Fax (617) 621-6501 www.andersonkreiger.com M.eet'mg Law will be transferredrom the Massachusetts
District Attorneysoffices to the Attorney Generals (AG)
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office to centralizeenforcemenin anagencywith broader
enforcementwthority The AG’s office will conductall
interpretatiorof the law, investigationinto complaintsand
anynecessargnforcement.The newprocesdor reporting
of violationsrequiresthat citizensmaking complaintsof

(Continued from page 3, SIC UpholdsDEP Stream-Crossings..)

agencyconditionson activitiesin certainResourcéireas
and nearby so as to contribute to the protection oAdile

Open Meeting Law violations first report them to the publiéisted wetland values. The Cout applied as written

body aboutwhich the complaintis made,ratherthan as
complaintswhich were previously madedirectly to the
District Attorneys office.  The public body has an
opportunity to reply, and submits the reply to the
complainantandto the Attorney Generals Office, which
thenconductgts review

The AG’s Office hasalso createda Division of Open
Governmenthat, aspartof theAG’s Office, is conducting
training sessionon the revisionsto the Open Meeting
Law#, disseminating educational materials, and has
preparedand publishedan OpenMeetingLaw Guideé to
help municipal officials and boardsnavigatethe changes.
The new law requiresthat all personsservingon “public
bodies,”within two weeksof their qualificationfor office,

MassDEP'gegulationscreatingreview of projectsin the
Buffer Zone,triggeringa differentstandardherethanfor
work on or in the Resourcé\reasthemselves.

HoosadWind was represented in MassD&#d court by
Gregorl. McGregorandNathanielSteven=f the Boston
environmentalaw firm of McGregor& AssociatesPC.
The agency was representeddsgistantAttorney General
William Pardee in the Office of the Massachusetts
Attorney Geneal, Martha Cogkley. Counsel for the
Association of MassachusetWgetland Scientists (AMWS)
asfriend of the courtwas ChristopherB. Myhrum of the
firm of Bulkley, Richardson & Gelinas in Springfield, MA.
Counsel for th@owns of Florida and Monroe as friends of
the court was JamesB. Art of the firm of Grinnell,

certify in writing that they have received the Open Meetinfubendorf& SmithLLP in Williamstown, MA.

Law Materials being sent by the AG to them. The
certification,which mustbe maintainedoy the office of the
City Clerk or Town Clerk, also certifies that they
understandhe requirement®f the OpenMeetingLaw and
the consequencdsr violating it.

While it may take sometime for municipalitiesto get

used to the changes, and for & to interpret some of the

provisions mentioned above, it will be important for boards EVERGREEN APPRAISAL

and commissiondo take stepsandact quickly to comply
with the newrequirementssuchaspostingof noticesand

conduct of meetings to avoid being subject to civil penaltie

for violations.

The AG’s Office has promulgated Emergency
Regulationsat 940 CMR 29, et seq. It will hold a public
comment period and will then make any necessary
revisionsto theseemegencyregulations. The Attorney
General is planning four public hearings, beginngust
5th in Boston,with othersin Springfield, Worcestey and
New Bedford. The closeof the writen commentperiodis
August18h, with an effective dateof the newregulations
proposedor Octoberl, 2010.

40penMeeting Law training sessionsare also being provided by the
Massachusettslunicipal Associationandthe City SolicitorsandTown
CounselAssociation.

SThe Guide to the OpenMeeting Law and other materialsare also
availableon the Attorney Generals websiteat www.massgov/ago/open
meeting.

Kate Connolly, First Vice Presidenbf MACC, is aland
useandenvironmentahttorneywith Murtha Cullina LLP.
Shecanbereachedt 617.457.4096.
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Gregorl. McGregoris the SeniorPartnerat McGregor
& AssociatesPC. andan MACC Director

Richard Mario A. Leslie, MAT

'S Soecializing in Eminent Domain Acquisitions
(Before & After) and théaluation of Conseation,
Agriculturaland Historic Presevation Land and
Easementsl hold a Cetificateof Completionfor
the Valuationof Consevation Easementstificate
program,as offeredby the AmericanSocietyof
Appraiserdhe AmericarSocietyof FarmManagers
and Rural Appraisers and the Appraisal Institute and
endorsethy the LandTrustAlliance. Recentlients
include the Depament of Agriculture,
Commonwealthof MassachusettSate of New
Hampshireand the InternalReenueSevice for
consevationandhistoricpreserationeasements.

| \
R Mario A. Leslie,MAI
22 BaileysLane,WestNewbury MA

Email RMALESLIE@QGMAIL.COM
617.513.1647
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The Massachusetts Land Initiative

for Tomorr ow CONGRATULATIONS

Fundamentals

The Massachusettéand Initiative for Tomorrow GRADUATES!!
(MassLIFT)is a new AmeriCorpsprogramdeveloped
by a collaborationof sevenregionallandtruststo meet
critical communityneeddor land protection,including
theinitiation of new projects,stewardshipf protected
lands,outreachto the broadercommunity and service
learning opportunities to engage young people in
conservation.MassLIFT is seekingapplicantsfor 20

@/, Certificate

AmeriCorps positions to serve full-time from October 6, Chris Busch Boston
2010throughAugust31, 2011. AmeriCorpsmembers

will servein one of a dozenland trusts and partner Linda Hansen Arlington
organizdions aaoss the stade and in one of four

positions: land steward, regional conservationist, Rebecca Markey N. Chelmsford
servicelearningcoordinatoy or outreachcoordinator Ronald Rich, Jr. Barre
Application specificsand further information about

MassLIFT partnersand servicepositionscan be found Pamela Almeida N. Easton
on the Mount GraceLand Conservatiornfrustwebsite:
www.mountgrace.grFor furthe informaion about
MassLIFT partners and service postions around
Massachusett®yr to applyfor aMassLIFTAmeriCorps
position contact Program ManagBee Robbins at 978-
833-4192or robbins@mountgrace.org.

Diane Francis Braintree

) . . AW
Environmental Consulting Services | 1 " =~ . .
ETLANDS For Conservation Commissions } J f ( Minsk, Gould & Costellic, P.C.
Thirld PgrtyFermitRevie_ws CLAT AR AT Certified Public Accountants
.P ‘é’grﬁ;?ugﬁ,;?fgﬂgﬂgﬁg’gfmimnng Serving Corporations, Small Businesses, Non-Profit
RESERVATION ErosionControl Plans Organizations and Individuals
NG Sormwater Management System Evaluations
’ WetlandRestoratior& Mitigation Plans Tax Planning e Tax Preparation
Saresl em&sHabltatStudles Audit, Review and
ernalPoolAssessments . .
WetlandPlantNurseryandPlanting “The CPA, Never Accounting Services
Services Underestimate Business Advisory Services
. The Value” Estate & Retirement Planning
Wetlands Preservation, Inc. ™
Environmental Consulting Services We Can Help ......
475Ipswich Road,Boxford, MA 01921 (978)352-7903
47 NewtonRoad,Plaistow NH 03865 (603) 382-3435 (781) 329-5770
FAX : (603) 382-3492E-MAIL: info@wetlandwpi.com 105 Eastern Avenue, Suite 210, Dedham, MA 02026
Website: www.wetlandwpi.com
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2011 Massachusett€Envirothon
Turning Young People Onto Wetlands

By Will Snyder

The 2011 Current Issue for the Massachusetts
Envirothon is “Wetland Conservation.” Across
Massachusettduring the coming schoolyear teamsof
high school students and their coaches will be
investigating wetland issues -- visiting wetlands,
contactingtheir local ConservationCommissions-- in
their own rural, suburbanpr urbancommunities. Mass
Envirothon prepareshackgroundresourcedo getteams
startedon this work, teamsattendworkshopson related
topicsin thefall andwinter, andthe yearculminateswith
teams presenting their research findings and
recommendationso panelsof judgesat the Envirothon
competitionin May.

Mass Evirothon organizersare looking for MACC
members with an interest in introducing the next
generation of Massachusetts citizens to wetland
conservatiorissuesin their communities. Opportunities
for involvementinclude:

* suggestingesourcesindlinks for MassEnvirothonto
includein its resourcedor teamlearningaboutwetland
scienceand/orpolicy

» meetingwith alocal Envirothonteamto introducethe
work of the ConservatiorCommission

» offering a walking/wadingtour of local wetlands

» allowing a teamto shadowpart of your work as a
wetlandconservatiorprofessional

* presentinga workshopor talk on your areaof wetland

Photo Courtesty of Mass Envirothon

* contacting your local high school environmental club or
science department to encourage them to field an
Envirothonteamthis year

It is not too early to get started! Brita DempseyMass
EnvirothonCoordinatorimassenvirothon@gmail.coroan
help you contact Envirothon coaches or potential coaches at
a high schoolin your areathis summer You canalsofind
more information on the Mass Envirothon at
http://ww.maenvirothon.@/ and see examplesof past
Current Issues at http://www.maenvirothon.gf
currentissue.htmFor moreinformationaboutcontributing
to this years backgroundesourcegor teams contactwill
Snyder UMassExtension,at wsnyder@umext.umass.edu.
For otheropportunitiesto volunteer contactSue Benoit,
MassWildlife, at susan.benoit@state.ma.us.

Will
Committee and Extension
Extension/Amherst.

Snyder is Acting Chair, Mass Envirothon
Educator at UMass

expertise at one of several Mass Envirothon events this fall

andwinter

WETLANDS/WATERWAYS
ZONING/SUBDIVISION CONTROL/40B
HAZARDOUS AND SOLID WASTE

GLENN A. WOOD, ESQ. SPECIAL MUNICIPAL COUNSELING

VU NUWED vviidil, DUDLUIL, VIR UL T 1V U1 1-00VU" 1 UUU AR U1 =00V~ DUV

www.rubinrudman.com

MACC Newsletter July/August 2010

1 /\.' Ecosystem dolutions, Inc.

AR A AL A L AR

24 Kenmore Street West Warwick, Rl 02893
p: (401) 615-8885 / f: (401) 615-0421
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Asian Longhorn Beetle Alert

The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural
Resource$MDAR) recentlyconfirmeda smallinfestation
of AsianLonghornBeetles(ALB) attheFaulknerHospital
in JamaicaPlain. This is the time of yearwhenthe adult
beetlesareemergingfrom trees.Dr. JenniferFormanOrth,
State Plant Pest Survey Coordnator a8 MDAR, asks
everyongo beonthelookoutfor thefollowing:

1) Adult Asian longhorned beetles (shiny black beetle
with white spotsandlong, bandedantennae)

2) ALB exit holes(dime-sizedperfectlyroundholes,
especiallyin maple,but alsoin birch, elm, horsechestnut,
willow andotherhardwoodtrees...bunot oak)

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
JOB POSTING

The Town of Pepperell seeks qualified applicants
for a 27 hour/week position as Conservation
Administrator. Duties include assisting the
Commission in the administratrion and enforcement
of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and
the Pepperell Wetlands Protection Bylaw, open
space planning and protection and the management
of conservation land. Qualified candidates will have
a BA in environmental science, biology, or a related
field and/or equivalent course work or experience,
and knowledge of the MA Wetlands Protection Act.
Full job description available. FY 2011 pay would
be $22.16 per hour.

Cover letter and resume should be submitted to
Personnel Administrator, Town Hall, One Main
Street, Pepperell, MA 01463 by August 16, 2010.
EEO.

2]

3) ALB egg-laying sites (divots in the bark ranging in
sizefrom 1/4 to 3/4 inchesacross- fresh pits often have
oozing,foamingsap)

If you seeanythingsuspiciousyeportit immediatelyat
http://massnrc.@r/pests/albreport.asp
<http://massnrcgipestsdibreport.apx> or toll-free: 1-
866-702-9938Take photosif you can. MDAR canalso
provide you with fre@LB ID cards and fact sheets to share
with your neighborsandassociatesGetall the latestALB
newsat:http://massnrc.grfpests/alb

ConservationCommissionand Land Trust Outreach
Opportunity: A 30-minutedocumentaryn the ALB titled
“Lurking in the Trees” is availablefor distribution to
groups who would like to show the movie to their
members,the public, have it broadcaston local cable
channels, etc. If you are interested in learning more abc
sharingthe DVD within your community pleasecontact
Leigh Greenwood at The Nature Conservacy, Forest
Health Programat Igreewood@tnc.@. For information
aboutthe DVD, visit: lurkinginthetrees.a.

Thank You to Our 2010
Annual Environmental
Conference Sponsors!!

LEAD SPONSOR
NNSTAR

SPONSOR
McGregor& AssociatesP.C.

A

put

CONTRIBUTORS
LEC EnvironmentalConsultantsinc.
Norfolk RamGroup
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“Wild Urban Plants of the Northeast:
A Field Guide”
by Peter Del Tredici

Of interest to anyone with a desire to identify and understand the wild plants that
inhabit our built environments. Once a landscape has become urban and the original
native habitat has been destroyed, these urban plants have become the new native
species. Lushly illustrated field guide is broadly applicable to temperate urban
environments across North America. Covers 222 species with descriptive information.
Includes 966 color photos, scientific name and taxonomic authority, ecological
function, and habitat preferences.

[FF e e — — — — —

" “Wild Urban Plants of the Northeast: A Field Guide” ORDER FORM
. Name
Commission/Organization
I Address
- City State Zip
Email Daytime Phone
. Quantity Ordered X ($29.95 each) $
Member Discount (-10%) - $
. Tax Exempt # or MA Sales Tax (+6.25%) + §$
Shipping & Handling + $
TOTAL = $

METHOD OF PAYMENT: Check (payable to MACC) !  Bill my credit card !

Visa ! MasterCard ! American Express ! Discover !
Card Number
Expiration Date Security Code (on back of card)

Send order form with payment to: MACC, 10 Juniper Road, Belmont, MA 02478

(for questions call Lindsay 617.489.3930)

|
[02]
(o)
o
I Il I IS I IS I IS I S D S D S D S f S e

[ — —
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MACC 2011 Annual Environmental Confer ence
March 5+ College of the Holy Cross < Worcester

N JR2

Be animportantpartof the LARGEST environmentatonferenceén New Englandin oneof two ways- eithersuggest
thought-outgoodideafor a workshopOR proposeyour own fleshed-outwvorkshop. Thetopic shouldbe onethatwill
enhancehe knowledgeandexpertiseof our region’s environmentaktewards.With almost1,000attendeesthis daylong
eventhasbeenheldfor over 30 yearsandincludesabout30 workshops 50 exhibitsandpresentatiorof MACC’s Annual
EnvironmentalServiceAwards. We invite you to help uskeepyour Annual EnvironmentalConferencestrongandrelevant.

We are now acceptingworkshop topic proposalsand presentersfor the 2011 conference.

To suggesta workshop topic - pleasesubmiton onepage: suggesteditle; a descriptionof the proposecdtontent;the
subjects specificrelevanceo ConservatiorCommissionsandany suggestedpeakers.

To proposegiving a presentation pleasesubmitthe following information:

* Suggesteditle

* Summary- describecontent formatandspecificrelevancao ConservatiorCommissiongonepagemaximum)
* Abstract- providea descriptionof no morethan50 wordsto be usedin programpublicity.

» Handouts includea list of handoutqstronglyencouragedyou will provide.

« Audio-visual- indicateif you haveequipmenneedshatyou areunableto supply

» Shortbiosandresumegif available)for any proposedspeakerswith contactinformation

Submityour informationin electronicform addressetb lindsaymartucci@maccweb.orgOr sendto: MACC, 10 Juniper
Road,Belmont,MA 02478,or fax to: 617.489.3935.The deadlineis Septemberl5, 2010. We getmanyworkshop
proposalsothereis no guaranteehatyourswill be accepted.The mostlikely arethosewhich proposea panelof two
speakerspnea speakewho is experiencedndexpertin the subject the otherequallyknowledgeabldut independenof
thefirst, sotheaudiencegetsa solid backgroundaswell ascurrentdevelopmentsrom two perspectives.

Check One: I Topic Suggestion I Proposato Present

Check appropriate topic category.

I OpenSpaceandResourceConservation I WetlandsProtectionAct/Regulations

I ScienceandTechnology I CommissiorLeadership/Administration
WorkshopTitle:
Your Name: Title:
Organization:
Address: City/town: State: Zip:
E-mail: Website:
Phone; Cell Phone: Fax:

Are you a memberof MACC, or is your ConservationCommission,company or agency?
If not, we invite you to apply - visit www.maccweb.org/support_membership.htmi
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Call for Nominees
MACC
EnvironmentalServiceAwards

MACC is now accepting nominations for the prestigious
Annual EnvironmentalService Awards presentedeach
spring to individuals who have made outstanding
contributionsin environmentahndconservatioradvocacy
education, research and resource protection in
MassachusettsThe awards will be presented at fenual
EnvironmentalConferenceat the College of the Holy
Crossin Worcesteion March5, 2011.

ConservatiorCommissionersCommissiorstaff, citizen
activists,careerenvironmentalistsgonsultantspoliticians,
governmenbfficials, foundationsteachersstudentsand
otherswho havemademeasurableontributionsarelikely
nominees.Actionswith respecto wetlands, openspace,
wildlife, science, pollution, growth control, or other related
activitiesmay qualify.

Award Categoriestypically include a “Conservation
Commissionenf theYeat” Thisawardwill begivento a
presert or past Commissiorer who has made a real
difference to his/her board and communéy outstanding
CommissionAdministratoror other staf personis also
usually recognized. Be alert to accomplishmentsike:
building an effective Conservation Commission; increasing
efficiency of operationshearings,and meetings;writing
and passingnew bylaws; broadeningthe Commissiorns
constituency;enforcingthe WetlandsProtectionAct and
bylaws; spearheading important land acquisitions,
developing land-management tools; and completing
significantlocal projects.

Othercategoriesareflexible, allowing MACC to tailor
theawardsto deservingecipients. Overthelong haul,we
wantto leaveno oneout.

We publishthe awardeesn the MACC Newsletter and
programfor the Conference. We personallyinvite the
awardeesand their family or co-workersto attendthe
conference.

Your nominationsshouldinclude: name,addressand
daytime telephone number of nominator(s) and
nominee(s); background, affiliations and two pages
describingrelevantachievement®f nominee;detailson
any organizationmaking or sponsoringthe nomination;
letters of support from at least two persons or
organizationsbut not morethanfive.

Thedeadline for your awardnominationss October 1,
2010 Send them tAwards Committee, MACCLO Juniper
Road,Belmont,MA 02478 fax to 617.489.393%r e-mail
to lindsay.martucci@maccwelgor Cdl MACC at
617.489.393@ndaskfor Lindsaywith any questions.

MACC Newsletter July/August 2010

A 'Wild' Poem
by Jon Connelly

| wantto sharea poeml wrote while walking in South
Hadley (Yes,| enjoyreadingDr. Seuss!)

| spendmuchof my time in westernMass
searchinghroughthe leaf litter, deadwoodandgrass.
As | walk andlistenmy eyesarefixated on the ground- no
I'm notinsecurewith my headhangingdown - instead'm
looking all around.
Whatam| searchingor you may ask,
theanswemmay soundlike aneasytask.
| amsearchindgor anelusiveanimal,
whichis notanaquaticor terrestrialmammal,
It is nottiny or large,fastor tall;
But it is low to the groundandhasno call [if it did I'd find
themall!]
It doesnotwalk uprightbutinsteadit crawlsonits belly.
If youdofind oneandit pees- trustme- it's smelly!
It is anun-capture-ableeptile.
Whentrying to captureit it canbe agile.

It enjoyseatingmushroomsslugs,andbugs...
which arethingsthatmy appetitedoesnot tug!
Haveyou notfiguredit outyet?
Anotherhint - it isn'tandshouldnot be a pet!
Thefirst two wordsof its nameis easterrbox,

No, it's not fox!
Why, it's aturtle! A turtle! An easterrbox turtle!
It's sohot out here;l'd love to besitting on thatbeachnamed
Myrtle!
| search& walk throughpine,oak,blueberry sassafrasg
sweetfern,
which areall coveredn pollenasl learn!
Mosquitoesbugs,& flies buzz& bite all around,
Theydrive me crazyastheyfly into my earsmakingthat
wretchedsound!!
At leastl canlistento therobins,thrushestanagers,
grossheaksandsuch
asl mayneverfind thatelusivebox turtle to touch.
But we mustkeepsearchingandwalking,
Or in anothersense stalking.
Onwardl pressandgo,
andaskmyselfthe question‘will | everfind aboxturtle?” -
| may neverknow!

TheEnd
JonConnellyis a Field Technicianat LEC Environmental
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CALENDAR

Sept. 17, 2010. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 5 & 6. Ludlow Town Hall. See page
7 for details and page 9 for registration.

Oct. 1, 2010. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 2 & 4. Ludlow Town Hall. See page
7 for details and page 9 for registration.

Oct. 7, 2010. Soil Science - Field Skills Workshop .
Sudbury. See page 8 for details and page 9 for registration.

Oct. 14, 2010. Hydric Soils Workshop - Field
Identification, Documentation and Delineation.
Framingham. See page 8 for details and page 9 for
registration.

Oct. 23, 2010. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 1 & 3. MassBay Community
College, Wellesley Hills. See page 7 for details and page
9 for registration.

Oct. 23, 2010. MACC Fall Conference. MassBay
Community College, Wellesley Hills. See page 6 for details
and page 9 for registration.

MACC is a Member of Earth Share of
New England and the Massachusetts
Environmental Collaborative.

Nov. 6, 2010. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 1 & 3. Clarion Hotel, Northampton.
See page 7 for details and page 9 for registration.

Nov. 6, 2010. MACC Fall Conference. Clarion Hotel,
Northampton. See page 6 for details and page 9 for
registration.

Dec. 3, 2010. Fundamentals for Conservation
Commissioners Units 7 & 8. Ludlow Town Hall. See page
7 for details and page 9 for registration.

SAVE THE DATE!
March5, 2011
MACC Annua Environmenta Conference
Holy CrossCollege Worcester

MACC is a private non-profit service corporation.Our voting
menbers are the Consewation Commissionsf Massachusés.
Nonvoting membeships are avaiable to others interesied in
community resairce protecton and include receipt of this
newsletter MACC welcomes letters, articles drawings and
photographdrom readersput reserveghe right to edit or reject
submissionsNon-staf articles do not necessarilyrepresenthe
opinionsof MACC. Reproductiorin wholeor in partis permitted
with proper credit. For advertising rates and membership
informationcall MACC at617.489.3930.




